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"From birth comes suffering; thence faith in the Buddha,
the Law and the Order; thence light-heartedness; thence zest;
thence confidence; thence pleasure or contentment; thence con-
centration; thence the intuition of the truth."

We thus find that Buddhism is essentially a religion full of
high ethical tone and human understanding.

After the death of Buddha his followers developed
differences on various points e.g. nature of the self, the Arhat's
survival after death, whether Buddha was more than human
being. Buddha had avoided a discussion about the meta-
physical questions during his life-time. But this unwillingness
on the part of Buddha to discuss such problems was interpre-
ted differently by his followers. Some thought that Buddha
was a thoroughgoing empiricist, and the others thought that
Buddha simply pointed out the indescribable nature of the
ultimate truth. The former were grouped under the school
called the Hinayana, and the latter were described as the
Mahayana. The followers of the Mahayana sect condemned
Hinayana as elementary and undeveloped. The basic features
of the Mahayana were (1) faith in the ideal of the Bodhi-
satva. According to this ideal the Buddha takes many births
not only as human beings but even as animals to pave the path
of liberation of people and beings out of compassion. These
births of the Bodhisatva shall continue till every being is
liberated.

(2)    Second thing believed by the  Mahayana is that there
is a being called 'Amitabha* who is God   of the followers
of this path.  This  shows that the  earlier atheistic attitude
found in the followers  of the Buddha was destroyed and a
cult of faith in the Supreme   in the form of Amitabha was
started.

(3)    The third outstanding feature of the cult of Mahayana
is the prominence of metaphysical speculation.    The Buddhist
metaphysics and epistemology   were  developed  to a great